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Raj Vagdia 1st March 2017

Question on packaging regulations

Can you provide clarification as to the current UK legislation in respect to a producer having to accept back materials sold into the market such as packaging and more specifically consumables such as wires?

Response

A plastic spool around which a consumable product is wrapped appears to meet the packaging definition used in the UK Packaging Regulations (the spool ‘holds’ the product), and the act of supplying it to a customer with the product is ‘handling’, under the Regulations. Producers' recovery and recycling obligations are based on packaging handled in the previous year.  
Businesses must pass two threshold tests to become obligated producers: They must have a turnover of £2million or above and handle 50 tonnes or more of packaging in a calendar year. If the total packaging supplied by the legal entity in the UK exceeds 50 tonnes (what goes outside of the UK does not count towards this) and are above the financial threshold then the legal entity has a financing obligation and should be registered. 

While any information provided herein has been compiled in good faith, it does not constitute advice for any specific purpose, no warranty is given or should be implied for its use and BEAMA hereby disclaims any liability that may arise from its use to the fullest extent permitted under applicable law.
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